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Effect of Topside Choking on Pressure Characteristics
in an S-Shaped Flexible Riser

CUI Rong', LI Nailiang?, DAI Yi', ZHANG Xiying', JIANG Rixin', WU Guoying',
GUO Liejin*, LI Wensheng®
(1. CNOOC Ltd., Zhanjiang, Guangdong 524000, China; 2. State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flow in Power
Engineering. Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710049, China)

Abstract: Riser top choking is an efficient method for eliminating severe slugging in offshore
pipeline-riser systems. In this study, the effect of topside choking on the pressure characteristics
in an S-shaped flexible riser was explored. The test loop with inside diameter of 50 mm used in
the experiment consisted of a horizontal pipeline 114 m in length, a —2° downward inclined pipe
16 m in length, and an S-shaped flexible riser 15. 3 m in vertical height and 24 m in length. The
results show that the flow pattern transition from severe slugging occurred at the critical valve o-
pening Z.y. The system pressure increased sharply and the amplitude and period of fluctuation in
pressure decreased dramatically with the decrease in Z when Z<CZ..;. For the system in the pres-
ent study, Z.y ranged from 27% to 30%. A hydrodynamic model predicting the flow pattern
transition by the effect of topside choking was developed, and the predictions agree reasonably
well with the experiment data.

Keywords: S-shaped flexible riser; severe slugging; choking; flow pattern transition

J B FE A DL T A Tl B A e — R A E R A R TR
RGN —FP LG JCHGETEM B B 3 TR TA] P 2 it Ak 3 28 G %) s ) e
7o PR A 1 M B 52 B Ol (2 R B R Zl. H T AR R ] KK S B

B A B

Wk B, 2010-12-16.  YEHE A #2086 (1968—) B . g TRRIN SRAGR (R R O W B 3= LA Rl H4eumiH. B
FRME R LW 7 B 5 H (20082X05026-004-02) ; 75 [ 4 T o5 5206 % £ i 3k 4 %¢ B 3 H (50823002).
W2 H BRESHE] : 2011-07-22 %% L« http: / www. cnki. net/kems/detail /61. 1069. T. 20110722, 1712. 002. html



55 10 9]

PRI, G+ S TSRV S7 A THUTS 19 0004 I T R A ) 123

b PR R OJCHE RS 2 58 R BRI ANAR AN b
S B L U AN DU AR AR JinJel e
AIATRRE 1 » 30 25 KO A S a2 - 1) 7 i AL
FE B 2 S BRI R AR SN e A T
JUEE BT A I R T T 2 A I R R

S A TR T 3L i o T B ™ L B ZE UL I A O
V5 XM 1A 30T SR A L A PN A Y
TN S DT 225 387 I 7™ E B A€ T i B T Of R
HA AR DL A AR A5 28 1 58 O 25 3l 114
FHE SR 5 R AR IR 2 R BCE N R T
AR TEE B2 41817, R SCH) 2 H AR X i
R ARG S PSRRI S TR B O6 R AT AT
5T AR BERE ] T 45 St L °F 5 SEBn 2R = B 2518
FEL.

1 LRARL

S AR PY 2SS K2 ) T AR AL K
RSB A I K 2 A R B S 0 B L S .
SRR G EE Rl K AR R
Ui DR R A  SEBG PR L USRI 73 25 A 4
Ji s AR 2 I SCHRL10 .

SEH R K- S BUSE A A R L R S
Bery e 2 50 mm, KON 114 m §97K-F 3008
16 m 1Y BB - LA S Sk Sr A8 2. e sr A8 &
1R 2SR B i e S RIZEM L B 24 m 3 B
JEN 15,3 m, Horp sl 1 B8 6.9 mu 3 2 Bear
13,1 m. MEBY A ARALIE R 0~ —5 A3
SEHG R P2 — 27 B KSR T B 2 R
G A RS ARER B A, DL T A
TEWLEE.

S T SO SRR » 3 3R 2 SR E ROK
TR A G R A - 2 B A A S AN el . R
AR50 F EAT T MLATES oK AR A, R R AR R

RS T HE AR iR R K e R
PIAHZEIR B il 5 Jo IR A SE 56 B A7 s, 7S A
AL BE T TARE R UR T N R E s &
OB G  SMBEAS ORI T AR » LAE R R A1 .

S I A RS RO DR I
AT Poo R PESLAE RS 1 Be LIRS
Py M2 2 Be LIV AR P iR LT IR h
Py LUK Z, o AU iR LA O
T s AR SR T b 3T 2 ) A4 7 A R U
IR 0.5 96 5 1t i Keller 22 H
APE PAA2S 2508 s 7 A% AR O 0.1 g0 il
. ARSCR I ZSAE S BURVESL A DALY V B H
BhBRIR AR LT A2 23 FERe M) A D8 1 3 1
PeE AR A ERAT IR (S R IR 45 O 1T . 42
THIRZS T FL B BRIR A A2 S 50 mm, 55 5256 BN AR —
BT A S g B ¥ ek SE [ NT 24 ®] A2 4 PCL-
6255 o R R AEMOR £ L RFESIR Oy 200 He
T e
2.1 HIFEXE SR E R0

FEEE AR S H AT 5 S SR I L AR G T R
SR S A RIEAE. 18] 2 = RS R Z XK
JIBEEN I SENR L 25 Z2>27 Domt il T B IE A
1 AR B B S ) s A AR (R AR R 25 Z
<27 Yo A FER W A N ZE L R T P A
SRR N 5 I ARS8/ N Z 568 I S i AN K

3001

v
Vo M
ol o °
o—0-_
2000 |*7
% Usp, Usg/m-s ™!
N Look —¥— 0.10, 0.07
—e— 0.10, 0.25
—=— 0.15, 0.10
0 1 1 1 J
20 40 60 80 100

ZI%

Uy, U S0 R B0 A 477 5
Bl 2 T s 7 20 o ST 5

2.2 RINFEXENEXENERERNRIE
ARSI P P R TR — A R
(183 5 A s AR AR AR 2 o 1) i KT T e i i
b PR 2
B3 ~5 FraRa il g Z 3 Pl Poone AR
P R ASE IR, R IEATIL - 2 Z2>27 D5 I 2% i b
RIETTHEAAL A o RV WA 38 0 HEe AR 5

http: / www. jdxb. cn



124 [T 7 . ]

PN

I 15 %

Y727 VoI 25 mURR R T TR I S5 RIS IR 1T

FEARARAR /N 25 8w KR ) R AEAR K AR 4k,
e\\°
%x Ug, USG/m-57l
g —<4—0.10, 0.15
QT —%— 0.15, 0.01
—=— (.10, 0.20
) 100

Z/%

(IS TP 90 NS = SNV Al

801
*
i
60\
Sy
s
il
ﬁ; 40 Ug,, Ugg/m-s
g —<—0.10, 0.15
=)
o —%— 0.15, 0.01
20 —=—0.10, 0.20
0 e : "
20 40 60 80 100

Z/%

B4 I EEXTES 1 B b T R e AR g 3 R 4 52

Uy, Ugg/m-s ™!
—*x— 0.10, 0.15
—u— (.15, 0.01
—<= (.10, 0.20

60 80
ZI%

40 100

K5 RITIITEEX S 2 B b T R e R 18 R 4 52

U A RN, T B0 I AR 8
TIﬁf AW BEPEAS IR0 Ik IR T 1 5. &
6 25 T E B ER IR R Prona GRS Z
(OGZ AT DR A 5 48 08 2R e A At Ak A R
JE W2 Z 02— 2.
2.3 @IFEXNE N IEENEE R
Bl 7~9 g5 1™ H B 2 i 1 ik fE b Z Xk
Py Py Fl Py e 30 BE A 5200, FR AT UL - 45 P 45
JE 7 0% Sl B SR LRl Z s NN s 2 2>

30 Y01, 7™ B FE UL R AR A2 B AR I AR B
85 a5 T 000 B S AR 1 5 > Z<T30 0 Bif » 4% 451
T 7 0% 2 e i g /0N 5 33 2 R A L e 7 B B S U
L 78 Ry W FE K I ) B E

2101
I
180\
< 1508
E 120
% Ugp, USG/m-571
L —=— (.10, 0.15
SN —%—0.15, 0.01
—<4—0.10, 0.20
30k
0 1 1 :
20 40 60 80 100

ZI%

PR 6 R RE X4 I L 0 R s g 84 W ) 2 )

401 )
/-‘/"
30¢ /'/ pd
i * ‘44/
" <«
2l [/
= 20f d .
= J Ugp, Ugg/m-s
A 10k = 0,10, 0,07
—<—0.10, 0.25
¥
1 1 1 J
20 40 60 80 100

ZI%

B 7 TR A BT I 30 B s

401
/V
35F — .
S 301 */:_',,...-—-/'
4 Ce
1 251 ‘7‘ -1
= [ Ugp, Ugg/m-s
= 201 —v— 0.10, 0.10
< 15¢ —*— 0.10, 0.15
oL 7# —e— (.15, 0.10
5 1 1 1 J
20 40 60 80 100

ZI%

B8 I IITEEX A 1 B b T i v 1 0 sl i JEE 5

401 *
>
0\7’7/40
*)
e
Ugp, Ugg/m-s™*
—»— 0.10, 0.25
—*x— 0.10, 0.15
—e— (.15, 0.10
5 1 1 1 J
20 40 60 80 100
Z/%
B9 BRI EEXS SR 2 B b A8 RS e 0 i Bl ek 8 1) 52

http: / www. jdxb. cn



55 10 9]

PRI, G+ S TSRV S7 A THUTS 19 0004 I T R A ) 125

K10 g5 T BB 28I g e Z X Py
Ve SR RE RSN, T P 59U S8R L T E B
VT VR 0 i ) 8 A0 o JBE i A1 LU A A
TR RE R Po fie/MELAS AL T e KA T 5 PR g O
PCBNIREE 23 Je bl 7 (9 a0 /0N T 38 K5 A i 20 e A
J5 s JUT AT VR AA 1] 9 B 5 itk 20 et B 25 B Z
(gl N T/

Usp, Usg/m-s '
—*— 0.10, 0.10
—<— 0.10, 0.15
—=— 0.10, 0.07

5
20 40 60 80 100
Z1%

P10 FRTT T X1 3 L 30 1 3 90 8l W B 4 52 i

Wit FAR TGS A SCEkIRE Y N TR E—
MGEF BT Zow s 8 Z<Zo BT E NI B SR
A B T BORGE ) 28T+ F i 2l ik B
I B JE S S0 k.

2.4 HBREFERERNRETREE

F 3R A3 AT AT — o AR YT O B AR R M
ANFE 1 Sl R S DA T 8 280 ™ B B ZE T A E Y.
SR s 3k B2 0 T P A 2 (488 R 0 2RI, 276 1K
VR 7 TET ) R 2R o FHRLARL 1% 1 O 2 R B 40 el AR A
PR o RAVR R 7 18 30 SR s SOREd A8 N e ) T i
KR, BFFERIT  T A S 56 R 46, 1 B ™ 51 Be ZE i
AR 1T BE X ] Ay 24 96 ~27 % (UL 11).

3501 - 80
[P 7=24%~27%
300f 1 1 ¢
B H60
250 1 {\e-0" 0/ B
*! t;?
w 200
@ : i 140 E
B 150 | " _ 2
' —*— N 58 ui
100 } 420 <
sop '\
M ek 0
1 1 1 1
% 40 60 80 100

P11 SR o B S i e 1Y I A e

2.5 TMEBWRFHTIENRNBEES T

T H B ZE A AR 3 BB, RV BEA T
THE I BRI 0. 76 7™ 5 BUE I Y HE W
BB S H A E R A S5 T T A

BCAE RN EA L T8 I 48 AR I Us {2
FEAE.

TERBEACE M B A A 870 A R 1 3 T2 0 <
PR AR R L AR R AR UMCR ST . A

PPVGP — T)’ZGPRT/M (1)
K b ORI ¢ FEAT IR, A4 3
dVp @ _ Rl dmgp
AURTERE A TE T S R AR
V(;p - aApr (3)

AP Ae AEEMAS; Le A K 50 3R AR
$li Taitel Al Dukler™ $ H ) 532 B AL 5.
SEAE TR IR 1A
Py = pl,g[§01H1 +§02(H2 *y)]—FPs—FAPc

4

APy AHEASLAE MR s o v 205 1

Be 5 2 Bear B IS RO s AP iR I i

JE YR s Ps Aok e de i) TAE R ). B =X (O X ¢ 3

g3 Al A

dp, dy _

e~ sy

AP U & UMHE A B TH8 I A 0928 B2, X
() ~GIUA (), I HEE Usw 5 R FE User
Z I F A Uk =User/ (1 7§0TB> s gDTBIEll: Taylor
AR HE A ST A8 ISR I R 3 CRHOCRIF T R Y
Taylor S &N 0. 89, HIEA Z S it i
RIS S Ty AT S0 e BEAR /N 7R TS P
P AT LJORE H: 20 s o 3 T £

o (1 _gDIB)RT dep
Usie = “pAM  dt / (

- (OLg(PZU(}R (5)

AP
Py

¢ TL‘OLg *

(¢ H, + ¢ H) /Ps+1—pgL/Ps)  (6)

KA dmp/de EAETE A TS 2 i,
WHG AP/ Ps EH—ALERE, H S Z ZE] 1) B
A A0 S5 B R LA A5

2, AT RIRE Z 7 S AL ISR I
Uscr » A 12 FT7R.

PEL 12 8T 3 4o THOS T i o AR ) 7 P R 25
ARG AT IR BRI A 3 B R 5 3 i B A
%) T TS s 2 ST DU Oy 3 252 b 1 N B ST S
PR ™ B JE LA 23T R TR SR B AR L
DA 7 18 Sl R DR W B A o EL ST A8 HE O BB 5 4K
i Sike e e N R A B R R b HE
RE T PR H M AR e i 3h.

http: / www. jdxb. cn



126 [T 7 . ]

o 545 45

K12 iRt E o
3 45 i

A AR T AR — A R T EE I AU
Zen s Z>Zo 8 N R ™ 8 BCIETL B N T B R
PEIEAA Z (@ T BE RS20 5 Y Z<<Zoa B, WAL
AR T B FETIE R BEE Z BN REE T
BESR TV - e 0 sl B8 R B B s, X ARSI R
Gt Zo AE 27%~30 % 4.

PR T AT T L i E ORI i 3
Je SRV AR 5 K P v 3 T 1 B I 1) R 2R Y
Prohab 3, 6 F ARSI RGE, BT IR AE 240
~27% .

PR T — A PR E P A AT AR A AR AL A LA
TOOI Jad RE A A ST RS R A R L 43T R
BH 7 7B TS I 3 e 184 T I R e R R [ A Aot
L, LRI ZE 3 BBy SRS A, 55 28 AT A 3| B AIG
J. 38 I R R R R0 8 A FH o DT 32 810400 o R 9
JEE B B .

S 3K :

(1] Ed&, MWHUE, RITRL A - LA R E

B [J]. TRHBY R, 2005, 26(5) .
799-801.
WANG Xin, GUO Ligjin, ZHANG Ximin, et al. Ex-
perimental study of severe slugging in pipeline-riser
system [ J]. Journal of Engineering Thermophysics,
2005, 26(5): 799-801.

(2] F#%, SBFUM. EEK LIS R EBRIER R
FPSEULT . TR B4, 2006, 27(4) . 611-
614.

WANG Xin, GUO Liejin. Experimental investigation
and simulation of severe slugging in pipeline-riser sys-

tem. [ J]. Journal of Engineering Thermophysics,

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

7]

(8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

2006, 27(4). 611-614.
F&E. AR, AU, R LTS R E R
FERERRAE )], TR IR, 2008, 29(8):
1339-1342.
WANG Xin, HE Limin, GUO Liejin. Characteristics
of liquid slug in severe slugging at pipeline-riser system
[J]. Journal of Engineering Thermophysics, 2008, 29
(8): 1339-1342.
IR, A, B/NW]. ™o B 2 I A 30 AR P S 0
WgEll ], mfbs: TR, 2009, 23(2) . 223-229.
HE Limin, MA Huawei, LUO Xiaoming. Experimen-
tal study of the period characters of severe slugging
[J]. Journal of Chemical Engineering of Chinese Uni-
versities, 2009, 23(2). 223-229.
MONTGOMERY J A, YEUNG H C. The stability of
fluid production from a flexible riser [ J]. ASME Jour-
nal of Energy Resources Technology, 2002, 124(2).
83-89.
SCHMIDT Z, BRILL J P, BEGGS H D. Choking can
eliminate severe pipeline slugging [ J]. Oil and Gas
Journal, 1979, 77(46) . 230-238.
JANSEN F E, SHOHAM O, TAITEL Y. The elimi-
nation of severe slugging: experiment and modeling
[J]. International Journal of Multiphase Flow, 1996,
22(6): 1055-1072.
FARGHALY M A. Study of severe slugging in real
offshore pipeline riser-pipe system [C]//5th SPE Mid-
dle East Oil Show. Richardson, TX, USA: AIME,
1987, 299-314.
SCHMIDT Z, BRILL J P, BEGGS H D. Experimen-
tal study of severe slugging in a two-phase flow pipe-
line-riser system [ J]. SPE Journal, 1980, 20(5); 407-
414,
TR ST SRR AE. S TN A N SR
AR Y 5 AR S B BT [ ). V4 22 5258 R 2 2 4k
2011, 45(7). 100-105.
LI Nailiang, LI Wensheng, GUO Liegjin, et al. Experi-
mental study on flow patterns of air-water two-phase
flow in S-shaped flexible riser [J]. Journal of Xi'an
Jiaotong University, 2011, 45(7): 100-105.
HEDNE P, LINGA H. Advances in gas-liquid flows
[M]. New York, USA: ASME, 1990: 453-460.
TAITEL Y, DUKLER A E. A model for predicting
flow regime transitions in horizontal and near horizon-
tal gas-liquid flow [J]. AIChE J, 1976, 22(1);: 47-
59.

(Gmf 320

http: / www. jdxb. cn



